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Abstract (Basic) : EP 737927 A 

The method for automatically generating thematic summaries for 
machine readable representations of documents which include sentences 
and terms involves identifying thematic terms (42,44) within the 
document, by selecting as thematic terms a number of terms from the 
terms in the document, and scoring (46-58) each sentence of the 
document based upon the occurrence of thematic terms in each sentence. 
The highest scoring sentences are selected (62) as thematic sentences. 

The selection of thematic terms involves determining a number of 
times each term occurs in the document, and selecting as thematic terms 
a number of terms from the terms in the document, based upon the number 
of times each term occurs in the document. 

USE/ADVANTAGE - Automatically generating thematic summaries of 
documents. Automatically produces readable and semantically correct 
document summaries, and requires user to specify length of required 
summary. Document summaries may be automatically generated without 
using iterative approach. 
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